
DATES TO REMEMBER! 

April 1 

April Fool’s Day 

April 10—14: 

Spring Recess:  NO SCHOOL 

April 18 

PTO Meeting:  6:30 p.m. 

April 21 

Spring Photos 

School Banking 

Cultural Arts Program:  1:30 p.m. 

Family Movie Night 

April 25 

Early Dismissal:  1:10 p.m. 

April 26: 

Grade One Field Trip:  Lincoln Theatre 

Secretaries’ Day! 

April 28 

School Spirit Day!  Crazy Hair! 

Peter Pan Grandparent Performance:  1:15 p.m. 

Peter Pan Evening Production:  7:00 p.m. 

April 29 

Peter Pan Production:  1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD INTO MAY! 
May 3, 4, & 5 

Spring Book Fair  

May 5 

Grade 4 Field Trip:  Slopers 

Grade 5 Field Trip:  Sturbridge Village  

PTO Ice Cream Social 

May 9 

PTO Meeting:  6:30 p.m. 

May 12 

Kindergarten Orientation:  1:30—2:30 

May 16 

Shortened Day:  Dismissal: 1:10 

May 17 

Grade 5 Field Trip:  Camp Sloper 

May 22 

Spring Vocal & Instrumental Concert:  6:30 p.m. 
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 THE SOUTH END SCOOP 

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear South End Families, 
 
Spring is finally here! (Although, these past few weeks the 
weather does not seem to agree!)  We have a busy month of 
April ahead.  Students and teachers continue to work hard to 
reach new goals.  I see exploration, and excitement for learn-
ing each day.  We are incredibly proud of the work our stu-
dents have done this year, and look forward to this continuing 
through the spring. 
 
The first week of April, we will be participating in Good Deeds 
Week.  Your child will come home with a paper to write down 
good deeds they do, or that you do as a family.  When com-
pleted, you can send them in and we will have them posted 
around the school to see all of the great “Good Deeds” our 
students are doing. 
 
Please continue to foster a love for reading with your child at 
home.  We talk a lot in school about the volume of reading stu-
dents are doing.  Please be sure your child is reading every 
day. Also, it is beneficial to talk with your child about what they 
are reading and have conversations about things they notice 
as they read.  This helps improve their comprehension and 
ability to think critically about text. 
 
Our Drama Club production of Peter Pan Jr. will be Friday 
April 28

th
 and Saturday April 29

th
.  We are extremely proud of 

all the hard work that has gone into the show and can’t wait to 
see them in action! 
 
There are a lot of exciting things to look forward to this month!  
I hope you all have a wonderful Spring Break with your fami-
lies!   

Mrs. Nattrass 
Principal 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE PASTA SUPPER UPDATE 
We would like to thank everyone who attended our 
pasta supper on Thursday evening.  We had a great 
turn-out. 
We raised a grand total of $718.00 for the night!  
Our South End School Relay for Life Team  is off 
to a great start! 
 

Our team name is South End Smashers!   
(Raising cash to SMASH CANCER!)  

 



SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY! 
Our “Spirit Day” for April will 
be held on Friday, April 28th. 

The theme for 
Friday, April 28th 

Will be: 

CRAZY HAIR DAY! 
Let’s all celebrate the start 
of baseball season with a  
Crazy Hair Day! 

Peter Pan 
Young Performance Edition 

The Show Dates Are: 
 

Friday, April 28th:  7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29th:  1:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29th:  7:00 p.m. 

 
The ticket order form will be 
going home with cast and cho-
rus members.  Tickets will re-
main at $5.00 each. 

 

 

SPELLING WINNERS 
Our fifth grade students 
were recently involved in a 
Spelling Bee that is co-
sponsored by the Meriden 
Record Journal and the 
Southington Education Foun-
dation.  The competition be-
gan with both classes compet-
ing together and after many 
exciting rounds Madison Davis  
was named our South End 
School winner.  Carson Lentini 
was the runner-up. 
Congratulations go out to 
Madison and Carson.     
Madison competed in the town
-wide spelling bee at Thalberg 
Elementary on Wednesday, 
March 22, 2017 against 
twelve other students.   
 
 

HAPPY SECRETARIES’ DAY! 
Wednesday, April 26th has been 
proclaimed Secretaries’ Day in the 
Southington Public Schools. 
A special thank you goes out to 
Mrs. Iverson our school secretary.  
She is such a competent and gra-
cious person who greets our visi-
tors, interacts with our students 
and is always willing to give a help-
ing hand in many situations.     
Thank you, Mrs. Iverson for all the 
special things you do for us.  Enjoy 
your day!     

PLEASE MARK YOUR  
CALENDERS! 

 
The PTO is sponsoring a book 
fair for all South End students 
on May 3rd, 4th and 5th.       
Classrooms will have scheduled 
times to view and purchase 
books during the regular school 
day.  Parents will have the op-
portunity to visit the book fair 
to purchase books the evening 
of the Ice Cream Social.  Please 
come and enjoy the book fair as 
well as a refreshing ice cream 
sundae on Friday, May 5th from 
6:00—8:00 
p.m.  

News from the Library  
Media Center 

            
In March, we honored the fol-
lowing Birthday Book Club 
members: 
 
Matthew Pooler – March 4th  
Emma Kieltyka – March 9th  
Victoria Cascio – March 11th  
Jack Beauchemin – March 17th  
Samantha McBride – March 31st  

Happy Birthday from  
Mrs. Nattrass, Mrs. Kerrigan, 
Mrs. Verderame and all your 
friends at South End School!  

                

SPRING RECESS 
The Southington Public Schools 
will be closed on Monday, April 
10th through Friday, April 14th 
for Spring Recess.  Schools will 
reopen on Monday, April 17th. 
Enjoy Your Spring Vacation! 

  

SPRING PHOTOS 
Friday, April 21st 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
April 25th:  1:10 p.m.  



                   What’s Happening in the Art Room? 
We have been learning, creating, and getting messy in the art room. Below you will find details about 

the art curriculum and activities we’ve done, specific to your child’s grade. 
 
 

Kindergarten 
Our Kindergarten students have been learning about the elements of design associated with 2-dimensional art. 
They have been identifying and drawing interesting lines. They have learned the difference between lines and 
shapes, and can also distinguish between geometric and freeform shapes. The 2-D unit will continue with shapes 
combining to make familiar objects, which will lead us into our Figure Drawing unit. 
 

First Grade 
The first grade students recently completed their family portraits. The family portraits took a very long time, but the 
completed projects are spectacular. Students are now working on a sculpture inspired by the patterns and subject 
matter of Gustav Klimt. They will soon begin their study of the impressionist Claude Monet. 
 

Second Grade 
Second grade students have completed their 2-Dimensional Art unit, which focused on creating movement in a 2-D 
work of art. They are continuing the theme of movement in their current project. They are making marionettes.  
This is a favorite project among 2nd grade students and they are all very excited. 
 

Third Grade 
The third grade students have been extremely busy. They are in the midst of completing a textured clay hand sculp-
ture. Third Grade students have also been working with Artist in Residence, Sue Riley. Sue is helping the students to 
create a large scale fabric assemblage of the area in and around Recreation Park. This project, paid for by a grant, 
included a field trip to the New Britain Museum of American Art, which took place on March 2nd. 
 

Fourth Grade 
Fourth Grade students are now working on a project that has become the most anticipated project of all. The ques-
tion that I get the most, from students of all grade levels, is “When do we get to make the wire people?”. The wait 
is finally over for this year’s fourth grade students. They have each completed their own wire figure and are now 
busy with creating the hair, clothes, and accessories that will make their figure unique. This project is especially 
challenging for me, in terms of managing all of the materials and instruction associated with the different kinds of 
clothing and details. To deal with this challenge, I also have students working on a landscape drawing. This allows 
me to put small groups of students so that I can work with them on creating a particular piece of clothing or acces-
sory, while the remaining students are working on their drawings. 
 

Fifth Grade 
Our fifth grade students are now nearing the end of the portrait 
drawing unit. This unit is by far, the most 
challenging unit in the elementary art curriculum. Students 
learn how to draw each feature realistically. The students ob-
serve the works of Leonardo da Vinci, who studied and docu-
mented the proportions of the human face and figure. Students 
observe the same proportions in their own faces, with the use 
of mirrors. They apply all that they have learned by drawing 
guidelines to map out their own self-portrait, and finish by add-
ing the detailed features that they’ve already practiced. It is a 
rigorous and often frustrating task, but the results are impres-



FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE 
     
What is Fifth Disease? 

  
               Fifth Disease is usually a mild illness that is spread by respiratory secre-
tions. It is a viral illness caused by parvovirus (B-19) that mostly occurs in children and 
is known for a typical rash that resembles “slapped-cheeks.”  The rash may spread to 
other parts of the body as well. Other cold-like symptoms may be observed before the 
rash breakout including low-grade fever, mild headache, joint pain, or fatigue. Once the 
rash appears, the child is most likely no longer contagious. 
  
               Fact sheets from the State of Connecticut DPH and the CDC can be found 
in the links below which include information about cause, transmission, and course of the 
illness as well as adult exposure during pregnancy. Anyone who may be pregnant, immun-
ocompromised or has a blood disorder should contact his or her physician for medical 
advice.  
  

If you ever have any concerns about the exposure or health risk to you or your 
child, please contact your physician for advice.  
  

CDC -    https://www.cdc.gov/parvovirusb19/fifth-disease.html 
  

CT DPH - http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3136&q=388310 
  
 

 

John F. Kennedy Middle School 
Grade 5 Parent Orientation 

Who:  Fifth Grade Parents 

What:  Evening Orientation for Middle School Parents 

Where:  JFK Middle School Auditorium 
  1071 South Main St, Plantsville 

 

When:  Wednesday, April 26, from 6:00-7:30 P.M. 
This will be the first of many fifth to sixth transition activities planned!  Tours will be con-
ducted from 6:00 to 7:00 and then parents will meet in the Auditorium for a presentation 

about middle school programs, curriculum, extra-curricular activities and expectations.  This 
evening will focus on the parent perspective and is recommended that students not attend.  

The events listed below will focus on the student perspective: 

https://www.cdc.gov/parvovirusb19/fifth-disease.html
http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3136&q=388310


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Southington Youth Services 

Parent Information Series 
 

Presents: 
 

Handling Children’s Anger 
 

Wednesday, April 26th, 2017  
6:30-8:30pm 

At the offices of Southington Youth Services  
196 North Main Street, Southington CT 

 

 
This workshop will focus on common causes of childhood frus-
tration and anger, and the impact of a child’s emotional, social 
and intellectual development on his ability to manage his anger. 
Together we will brainstorm strategies to help your child learn 
to express anger in more socially appropriate ways. 
 
 
All programs are only available to Southington residents. Ad-

mission is free and space is limited!  
Please call (860)276-6281 to register or for more information. 

 


